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WELCOME 

Welcome to Issue 6. Looking back on this year of Covid-related challenges 
causing so much disruption and uncertainty, it’s been reassuring to see how 
people and systems can adapt with such resilience to move forward positively 
in a drastically altered world.  

We are so fortunate to live in New Zealand away from the worst of the global 
hardship and loss, and though we might suffer the indirect flow-on effects for 
some time yet, there are so many positive things happening. It is especially 
heartwarming to see  individuals and communities working hard to look after 
our environment with the support of each other and various agencies and 
bodies. More people than ever are getting out and about into the great New 
Zealand outdoors to experience and celebrate our unique places. There is  
raised general awareness about life’s basic but vital need for biodiversity, and a 
better appreciation of what makes our local places special. More people are 
actively engaging in looking after the environment than before, especially with 
so many rapid and exciting developments in the Pest Free 2050 work. 

The Banks Peninsula Conservation Trust is just one of many organisations 
Nation-wide working to improve and enhance biodiversity. However, the Trust 
is very unique in that it remains the only locally-based body in the country with 
legal powers to place covenants. BPCT has grown from humble beginnings 
almost 20 years ago, but importantly remains a grass-roots, landowner-driven 
organisation to serve the community.  If you are interested in protecting more 
areas, or know someone who might be, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

Finally all our best wishes for a safe and refreshing holiday season. We look 
forward to a more settled 2021. 

COVENANT WALKS 

Sally’s Bay covenant is a hidden gem, tucked high in a gully between Kaituna 
and McQueens Valleys.  Brent and Anna Fisher, owners of Silverstream 
Charolais Stud kindly hosted 19 keen hikers on the second Sunday in November 
as part of the Banks Peninsula Walking Festival. The 42 hectare block was 
covenanted in March 2019. Ecologically it holds many plant species classified 
as Nationally At-Risk-Declining, At Risk-Naturally Uncommon, or  Threatened-
Nationally Vulnerable.  The covenant also protects a waterway flowing into Lake 
Ellesmere Te Waihora.  

We hiked up through farmland past the woolshed near the Akaroa Highway 
taking a couple of hours to reach the top of the covenant for amazing views 
across the bush gully and lake. There is a core of original remnant forest full of 
incredible tōtara, mātai and kahikatea, a plethora of mixed broadleaf species, 
and a really diverse understory assemblage. Unfortunately we didn’t have the 
time to scramble into the interior on this occasion to see it first hand, but took 
the manageable route around the whole covenant perimeter to look back over it 
from the lower side to fully appreciate its composition. Lunch was enjoyed 
under a massive ancient tōtara, under which, incidentally, a huge increase in 
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Walkers taking a break enjoy the view to Te 
Waihora Lake Ellesmere from above Sally’s 
Bay covenant.  



kawakawa Macropiper excelsum (pepper tree) seedlings and saplings was 
noted. This is a great sign that palatable species are recovering well following 
nearby boundary fence repairs to exclude stock, completed soon after the new 
internal covenant fences were built just under two years ago. 

We then tramped out following the waterway and boundary fence around the 
rest of the covenant. A highlight was seeing so many lancewoods, but in 
particular regenerating fierce lancewoods, now deemed At Risk-Nationally 
uncommon.  

A special feature of this covenant is the phenomenal regeneration through gorse 
on bush edges. Gorse is a nitrogen fixer and acts as a very efficient nurse crop 
for natives to emerge through in certain situations, especially this well-suited 
south-facing gully with a plentiful seed source. As the natives grow up, through 
and over the gorse canopy, they outcompete it for light thereby killing it. Thanks 
again to Anna and Brent – everyone thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

We are planning another walk in February so keep an eye out for invitations via 
email. 

COVENANT SUPPORT PROGRAMME 

After a Winter - Spring break we are resuming covenant follow-up visits. We’re 

looking forward to connecting with landowners we haven’t yet met due to staff 

changes over the years since covenants were first established. Our aim is to 

revisit each property on a regular five year cycle. This is now our third year of 

the programme. We meet with landowners on site to discuss how things are 

going, assist with any issues, record regeneration progress through photopoint 

and bioindicator monitoring, and check fences.  We’ll be in touch well ahead of 

the next visits starting in March 2021 as we plan the fourth set. Thanks to all the 

covenant holders whose properties we’ve visited to date. It’s a very rewarding 

component of our work together with you. 

FEATURE COVENANT 

Nelcimor is one of several new covenants completed and awaiting formal 

registration with LINZ.  This very special 11.6 hectare area on Flea Bay Road 

below Misty Peaks Reserve and over the road from Tutakakahikura Scenic 

Reserve encompasses the last red beech stand on the Peninsula to be formally 

protected.  In addition to many magnificent original red beech trees, the 

diversity of flora and fauna is especially rich. This covenant also provides a good 

example of natives regenerating successfully through gorse on the forest edges. 

Māhoe (whiteywood) is particularly quick to recolonize here. 

The covenant includes a key waterway flowing into Damon’s Bay and a small 

but valuable rocky outcrop ridge. Steep areas inaccessible to stock within the 

gully have acted as important reservoirs, housing many unusual and uncommon 

plant species due to this natural protection. Historically the core area has been 

spared from fire and logging for the same geographic reason. With the 

surrounding area now fully fenced, these valuable species can expand their 

abundance and distribution outward. This in turn, together with pest control 

the owners are carrying out will enhance bird, lizard and invertebrate life in the 

area significantly. Currently less-common palatable species such as kawakawa,  

pigeonwood and fivefinger will become noticeably more abundant first. 

 

Well camouflaged walker enjoying the 
shade of a remnant tōtara tree.  
 

 

View over lower regenerating section of 
Sally’s Bay covenant to Te Waihora 
Kaitorete Spit. 
 

 

A rare specimen of endemic Banks Peninsula 
fork fern, on the trunk of a rough tree fern 
 in Nelcimor covenant.  
 

 

Native spider orchid patch in Nelcimor 
covenant. 



In addition to red beech Fuscospora fusca, notable plant species are many. 

Akaroa daisy Celmisia mackaui was noted here by Hugh Wilson. During her 
more recent survey of the area, ecologist Melissa Hutchison, for Wildlands 

Consultants Ltd, recorded 25 native fern species, a variety of native orchid, 

herb, grass and sedge species in the forest understorey, including Azorella 

hookeri, spider orchid Corybas trilobus, green-hooded orchid Pterostylis 

graminea, grass lily Arthropodium candidum, hairy buttercup Ranunculus 

reflexus, native chickweed Stellaria parviflora, bush rice grass Microlaena 

avenacea, and hook grass Uncinia uncinata. 

Four significant native plant species classified as Threatened or At Risk 
Nationally were found: Banks Peninsula fork fern Tmesipteris horomaka, white 

mistletoe/pirita, Banks Peninsula hebe Hebe strictissima and white climbing 

rātā Metrosideros diffusa. Only one plant of Banks Peninsula fork fern was seen 

growing on the trunk of a rough tree fern in the beech forest. This species is 

endemic to Banks Peninsula and has only been found at 10 other sites, so this is 

an exciting new location record for it. 

Melissa and a specialist colleague also surveyed many of the lesser recognised 

native moss, liverwort, and lichen species. They found 40 species of lichens 

alone. Lichens can occur on trees – ‘corticolous species’,  on leaves or foliage of 

plants – ‘foliicolous species’, and on rocks – ‘saxicolous species’. 

Bird species recorded recently and in the past include kingfisher, grey warbler, 

bellbird, welcome swallow, silvereye, kererū, morepork, brown creeper, fantail 

and tomtit. it is likely that tūī frequent the area. 

Nelcimor provides an important ecological stepping stone improving 

connectivity of remnant and regenerating forest patches in the wider landscape, 

and is an integral part the Wildside programme area.  

BIODIVERSITY ON FARMS EVENING 

An informative evening was attended by over 60 people in October at the Hilltop 

Tavern hearing how landowners can incorporate biodiversity planning and 

monitoring into farming operations. It was great to see a good turnout and such 

a range of interest from the community. 

Thank you to Francis Helps for sharing his first hand experience through 

farming and developing conservation initiatives at Pōhatu/Flea Bay regarding 

the opportunities and challenges faced by landowners trying to achieve better 

biodiversity enhancement. Thank you also to David Norton, Professor from 

Canterbury University for sharing his significant knowledge on why biodiversity 

on sheep and beef farms in New Zealand is so important, and in particular on 
Banks Peninsula. David suggested strategies to achieve good outcomes, both in 

ecological terms and to better meet market and regulator requirements, which 

are ‘do-able’ for busy farmers.  

 
 
 
 

 

One of many magnificent original forest red 
beech trees present in Nelcimor covenant. 
 
 

 
 

Lush grove of tree ferns in Nelcimor. All NZ 
tree fern species occur here together plus a 
myriad of other fern life. 
 

 
 

Francis Helps speaks about improving 
native biodiversity on their farm at Flea Bay 
from a landowner’s perspective at the 
Hilltop in October.   



WEED WORKSHOPS 

Landowners Cynthia and Peter Thelning hosted our collaborative BPCT-QEII 
workshop at their beautiful new covenant being developed on Big Hill Road 

near Okains Bay in mid October. Luke Thelning Reserve is a good example of a  

remnant and regenerating forest enclosing a waterway, threatened by two of 

Banks Peninsula’s worst weed threats; sycamore and banana passionfruit.  

The session primarily focused on these two species – how to correctly identify 
them and how to control them. A big thank you to Di Carter, CCC ranger, Alice 

Shanks, QEII Trust and Ian Hankin from DOC who generously shared their 

expertise and demonstrated various control techniques.  

The Wilding Pines workshop held at Christo Trought’s property ‘Cloud Farm’ 

on Sunday 20th September at the top of Hickory Bay Road was also well attended 
and lots of useful information and techniques exchanged. Thank you to Lindsay 

Main, Christo and Antony Johnson for demonstrating control techniques, and 

to all those motivated people that attended. 

If you would like more information on these pests and how to manage them, 

please contact us or visit our website resources page on weed control.  

A friendly reminder that landowners are ultimately responsible for weed and 

pest control in their covenants. We are here to support you with relevant 

information and can connect you with experts (including contractors) for 

serious weed infestations. In some cases, we may be able to assist with funding 

applications depending on the weed species, covenant type and location. 

CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP REMINDER 

If you are buying or selling land with a covenant on it, please advise us of the 

new owner’s details so we can contact them to keep in touch. It’s an important 
opportunity to  meet new landowners and share information on why these 

places are so valuable. A simple guide on both buyer and seller commitments 

can be found on our website  or please email enquiries@bpct.org.nz . This also 

provides an important time to review and if needed, update the covenant’s 

management plan.  

 

 

 
 
 

Alice Shanks QEII and landowners cut and 
paste banana passionfruit vines under 
tōtara tree in Luke Thelning Reserve.  
 

 
 

Lindsay Main drills holes with impact driver 
for glyphosate filling in bluegum tree  at the 
wildings workshop. 
 
 
(All photos except for Melissa Hutchison’s 
fork fern at Nelcimor  taken  by Marie Neal) 
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